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small wooden basins around the great bath
hall with its two large tubs which were really
miniature swimming pools. The little tubs
had just been brought in from the sun in which
they are stacked on every bright day after being
cleaned. One of the pools* explained Hori,
contained medicated waters for the use of people
with aching limbs and backs.
"The police are always looking in on us
so we have to be particular about how we
keep our bath house and watch who gets into
our pools. We have to change the tub water
every day, though it need not be disinfected as
the heat takes care of that/' he said* It seems
that the police have been keeping close tabs
00 matters since 1921 when a set of strict
regulations was made*
The prickly headed scrub boy also explain-
ed that he has to keep an eye on the patrons
and see that they behave themselves and report
any misdemeanours to his boss. There is no
mixed bathing now, not in public bath houses
anyway, but that only seems to make the baths
more like a club house than ever. Most of the
clients stay about an hour and discuss all the
gossip of the neigfiboturhood- Once in a while
there are some pretty hot arguments* Not so